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Realising the potential of urban data science
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Data Science Campus creation

ñAlthough better use of [data] has the 

potential to transform the provision of economic 

statistics, ONS will need to build up its 

capability to handle such data. 

This will take some time and will require not 

only recruitment of a cadre of data 

scientists but also active learning and 

experimentation. 

That can be facilitated through collaboration 

with relevant partners ïin academia, the 

private and public sectors, and internationally.ò

Independent Review Economic Statistics

Professor Sir Charles Bean, 2016, p.11
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Purpose 

We apply data science, and build skills, for 

public good across the UK and internationally

Mission 

We work at the frontier of data science and AI -

building skills and applying tools, methods and 

practices - to create new understanding which 

improves decision-making for public good
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(One of many) descriptions of data science, Drew Conway
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What is Data Science?

ñData scientists solve complex 

business problems using a combination 

of domain expertise, coding knowledge, 

machine learning and statistics skills on 

large and varied datasets.ò

Government Data Science Partnership
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1939 - London Transport workers manually examine over 4 million tickets to identify most and least popular routes
Gerry Cranham/Fox Photos/Hulton Archive/Getty Images
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Transport for London 2016 pilot, assessing journeys by WiFi access
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John Manzoni, Chief Executive of the UK Civil Service, Sprint 18, London, 2018

Why do we need 

Data Science?

Å ñGetting data right is the next 

phase of public service reformò

Å Deliver more insight from the 

data we hold

Å Drive more insight through use 

of new data sources

John Manzoni ïChief Executive 
of the UK Civil Service


